ORAL HEALTH SCREENING AND REFERRAL PATHWAY

Do you have bleeding gums, swelling, sensitive teeth, loose teeth, holes in your teeth, broken

teeth, toothache or any other problems in your mouth?

Yes

e Request consent to examine
(look into) the mouth

Consent declined

. No examination

Consent obtained

. Examine the mouth

e  Confirm the problem

[ Have you seen a dentist in the last 12 months? ]

Yes

~

e  Referral to regular dentist

e  Encourage pregnant woman to
keep next appointment

e  Focus on importance of visiting
a dentist early in pregnancy

e  Emphasise importance of oral
health while pregnant and
provide oral health resources

e  Reassure that dental care
during pregnancy is safe

-~

No

No

e No examination required

[ Have you seen a dentist in the last 12 months? ]

Refer to:

o Private dentist

o Public dental services*
o Health fund dentist

Encourage pregnant woman to make a
dental appointment as soon as possible
with her own dentist, or assist to make
appointment with the nearest public
dental service, if eligible.

Focus on importance of visiting a dentist
early in pregnancy

Emphasise importance of oral health
while pregnant and provide oral health
resources

Reassure that dental care during
pregnancy is safe

*See Victorian public dental service eligibility and access information on the next page

This document was adapted with permission from Western Sydney University’s Midwifery Initiated Oral Health Program
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Public dental service eligibility for Victorian pregnant women

Victorian pregnant women are eligible to use public dental services if they are:

e Over 13 years of age and hold a healthcare or pensioner concession card, or who
are dependants of concession card holders

e Under 18 years of age and in out-of-home care provided by the Department of
Families, Fairness and Housing (including kinship and foster care)

¢ In youth justice custodial care
e Arefugee or asylum seeker
e Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

e Some pregnant women under 17 years may be eligible under the
Commonwealth Child Dental Benefit Schedule. Visit the Services Australia
website for more information.

If you are unsure of your client’s eligibility, you can use Dental Health Services Victoria’s Eligibility Tool:
Eligibility Tool | dhsv.org.au

Priority access for pregnant women Find a public dental service

Pregnant women who are eligible to use the e Search online: Clinic location search |
public dental service have priority access. This dhsv.org.au

means they will not be put on the general

waiting list and will be given the next available * Call (03) 93411000 if living in the
appointment. There might still be a short wait Melbourne metropolitan areas or 1800 833
until the next available appointment. 039 for outside of metropolitan Melbourne.

What does it cost to use the public dental service?

A small fee applies to adult pregnant women who are Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession
Card holders. Free dental treatment is provided for:

All children aged 0-12 years

Young people aged 13—-17 years who hold a healthcare or pensioner concession card, or who
are dependents of concession card holders

All children and young people in out-of-home care provided by the Department of Families,
Fairness and Housing, up to 18 years of age (including kinship and foster care)

All people in youth justice custodial care
All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
Refugees and asylum seekers

Registered clients of mental health and disability services with a letter from their case manager
or special developmental schools

People experiencing financial hardship.

Please note: fees may apply if specialist care is required.

dhsv.org.au
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https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/about-child-dental-benefits-schedule?context=23006
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/about-child-dental-benefits-schedule?context=23006
https://www.dhsv.org.au/our-services/are-you-eligible/eligibility-tool
https://www.dhsv.org.au/our-services/find-dental-clinics/clinic-search
https://www.dhsv.org.au/our-services/find-dental-clinics/clinic-search
http://www.dhsv.org.au/

